
Serving Canadian Business Abroad

Green Building in the 
South Central US: 

Exotic to Essential in One Short 
Decade



South Central US 
Facts and Figures

� 5 state region: Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, 
Oklahoma and Kansas

� 39 million people
� 4 of the nation’s ten fastest growing MSAs 

(Metropolitan Statistical Areas)
� Top region for employment growth



Funky green
~ 

New Orleans style



Colonial green 
~

French Quarter style



21st Century Green 
LEED Platinum

~
Dallas style



Healthy Green
LEED Platinum

~
Austin Style:

Dell Children’s Hospital ~
World’s First LEED Platinum 

Hospital



i. Sustainability/LEED:
Becoming Business as Usual

~
Case Study #1: City of Dallas 

Green Building Code
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II. Follow the Money



30% of all LEED projects in the US are 
government-owned or –leased facilities

~
us federal government  

owns/occupies>500,000 buildings



Case Study #2
New Orleans Recovery School District - $1.8 

billion in US federal money for new green 
schools and green renovations









Case Study #3 
The North Central Texas Region

� 9,105 square miles 16 counties, 230+ governments
� 6 million residents in 2010
� 4th largest region in the US
� 9 cities with more 100,000 residents
� Projected to add another 4.1 million residents by 2030
� 4.0 million jobs in 2010
� Another 2.3 million jobs projected to be added by 2030



Case Study #4 
Transwestern Realty

� >10 million sq ft LEED EBOM certified
� > 5 million more sq ft in process of  leed 

certification
� Accounts for 1/3 of all LEED EBOM square 

footage certified at the national level





III. Staying Relevant in 
Force X Winds

~
Green Ethos
Real Green
Deep Green 



A Sea of Green?

In 2008 alone, the US Patent and Trademark 
Office registered 

>300,000 trademarks 
bearing the words 
“green” or “eco”



Ernst & Young: Half of 2011 Shareholder 
Proposals will center on 

social/environmental issues

50%

25%

20%

5%

Social/environmental

Board focused

Anti-
takeover/strategic
Compensation



Barry White 
Got It Right:

“It ain’t what you got Babe/
Girl, it’s how you use it”



Blueprint For Success
� Understand and Position Green Features, Benefits 

and Applications of Your Product Or Services 
Portfolio 

� Identify Design & EPC Firms/Specifiers/Sales 
Channels including Distributors & Reps

� Develop & Host AIA LU CPE Presentations/Lunch & 
learns

� Engage AIA/USGBC/APA/ASLA/BOMA Chapters



Conclusions

� BAU ~ LEED => code, CSR 
� Follow the Money ~

– Sustainable Commitments and Policies
– Population and Job Growth
– Construction Funding

� Stay Relevant ~ Sustainable ethos 



Contact
Laura Aune

Consulate General of Canada
500 North Akard Street, Suite 2900 

Dallas, Texas 75201

Telephone: 214-721-1857
Cell: 214-837-7204

Facsimile: 214-922-9815
laura.aune@international.gc.ca
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